
 

Name: Ciaran Cannon 

Province: Connacht 

Please outline your experience and suitability for this position (max. 400 words); 

 

Ciaran Cannon is a native of Athenry, Co. Galway. He began his career in local 

government, working with Dublin Co. Council and Galway Co. Council. He was appointed 

CEO of The Irish Pilgrimage Trust in 2000. 

 

In 2007 he was appointed to Seanad Éireann, and in 2011 he was elected to Dáil Éireann. 

He was re-elected in 2016, and again in 2020. He has served as Minister for Training and 

Skills and Minister for Diaspora and International Development. 

 

As Minister for Training and Skills he spearheaded the development of Ireland's first ever 

Further Education and Training Strategy and the subsequent creation of SOLAS. As 

Minister for the Diaspora and International Development he led the development of 

Ireland’s Diaspora Strategy and International Development Strategy. In recognition of his 

commitment to educational development worldwide, he was appointed a UNICEF Global 

Champion for Education in 2019. Ciaran now serves as Vice-President of Global Affairs 

with Alison, the world’s leading free online education platform. 

 

Cycling has been an intrinsic part of Ciaran's life and he is a longstanding member of 

Seven Springs CC. In 1986 he was one of the first participants on the Irish Pilgrimage 

Trust's Galway - Lourdes Cycle, and has completed that event 14 times. Next year he will 

join 70 other cyclists in making that very same journey to Lourdes, celebrating the 40th 

anniversary of his first event. In 2019 he ascended Mont Ventoux three times in 24 hours. 

In 2021, as part of an eight man team, he cycled Mizen to Malin in 23 hours. In 2023, 

having recovered from a serious road traffic incident, he completed a solo ride of the 32 

counties of Ireland, covering 935 km in 56 hours. 

 

The safety of cyclists on Irish roads remains a priority issue for Ciaran and he has worked 

consistently with others for over a decade in bringing about positive change at national 

level. His work has focused on influencing local and national policies to create a safer 

cycling environment, including securing stricter penalties for the dangerous overtaking 

of cyclists, lobbying for planning policies that prioritise cycling, and engaging with 

various stakeholders to implement best practices in road safety. 

 

Ciaran Cannon’s passion for the development of cycling, senior government experience, 

strategic vision and strong communication skills make him the ideal candidate for the 

presidency of Cycling Ireland. 



Please give three key points from the details above (this will be used for social 

media assets): 

 

Ciaran Cannon brings extensive experience of driving positive change at national and 

international level. 

 

Ciaran Cannon has the strategic vision, leadership qualities and communication skills 

necessary to lead a national governing body.  

 

As a lifelong and passionate cyclist, Ciaran Cannon remains a deeply committed and 

effective advocate for safer roads for all cyclists.  

 


